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Focus on materiality, the SDGs and the Business and Human Rights NAP

Dear readers,

The Sustainability Code team used the summer break to take a very close look at some of the content of the
Code. We are currently consulting our stakeholders regarding whether and how we should expand on the topic
of materiality and whether we should incorporate the SDGs into the Code (see below under “News”). The key
news is as follows: we will not be changing the Code criteria and we will not be modifying the review processes
but we will give more concrete assistance regarding how companies can identify their material issues.
Everything we will consider this autumn is aimed at making (reporting) life easier for companies (see “Review
authorisation for third parties”).

Monitoring of the National Action Plan for Business and Human Rights (NAP) commenced in July. A consortium
under the auspices of EY is evaluating the degree to which companies observe their due diligence obligations
in the area of human rights. The results of this are to serve the Federal Government as the basis for determining
the extent to which readjustments are needed, for example in the form of further-reaching disclosure obligations.
We compared the monitoring survey with the NAP reporting elements within the Code. Our conclusion was that
companies wishing to put ongoing NAP reporting in place using the Code demonstrate a high degree of
earnestness and ambition. Being the key issue and therefore also perceptible within political discourse, in time,
the status quo of the protection of human rights within companies will be able to be determined and compared.

Best regards,

Yvonne Zwick, Florian Harrlandt and the entire Sustainability Code team

News

STATUS QUO OF THE CODE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS: MATERIALITY
AND THE SDGS
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Lively stakeholder dialogue discussion on further
development of the Sustainability Code

A stakeholder dialogue event on the topics of materiality and the
SDGs was held in Hanover on 20 August as part of the
Sustainability Code further-development process. This dialogue
was highly productive and introduced important points and
findings to the ongoing process. We would like to thank everyone
who attended for their enthusiastic participation!

The Code at the RNE stand at the Federal
Government's open day

The German Council for Sustainable Development (RNE) was
represented at the Federal Government’s open day on 17 and 18
August with a stand in the Chancellery Park. And it goes without
saying that the Code featured too, as an RNE project. The team
‘,x_‘\l very much enjoyed engaging with the interested visitors and

e _ - received a lot of suggestions regarding the work of the
Photo: Sabrina Valeria Ronco Sustainability Code Office.

The Code team visits Concordia Versicherungen

In May 2019 Concordia Versicherungen was the 500th Code-
using company to be published in the Code database. To mark
the occasion, the Sustainability Code team travelled to Hanover in
June to talk to the company’s board members and sustainability
officers about sustainable finance and sustainability reporting ...
Read on (German)

Photo: Marjike Eschenbach

Services

Review authorisation for third parties

From autumn 2019, there is to be a technical solution in place in the Code database that will allow audit firms
and environmental auditors to be incorporated more in the reviewing of Code declarations. Having the content
of a Code declaration reviewed either wholly or in part can ease a company’s workflows in the long term and
boost the validity of the data. In addition, any content reviewed externally is to be marked as such within the
published Code declarations.
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NAP brochure to be jointly produced by the Code team and the NAP help desk

The Sustainability Code team and the NAP help desk, the official point of contact for information and
assistance with the National Action Plan for Business and Human Rights, will soon be offering an insight into
NAP reporting in a small, jointly produced brochure. This involved the possibilities and challenges being
discussed with Code-using companies of a broad range of sizes and in various sectors. The results of this will
flow into the brochure content.

Twitter reloaded

The Sustainability Code team will start #DNKonkret: announcements, facts and tips on the Code in the
form of weekly graphics. So keep your eyes peeled! ...To the Twitter channel.

JARO Institute publishes guide and SDG brochure on sustainable procurement

Together with the Association for Supply Chain Management, Procurement and Logistics (BME), the JARO
Institute for Sustainability and Digitalization published a guide to company procurement founded on
sustainability criteria at the end of August. The guide also references the Sustainability Code. The information
on offer is complemented by a neat brochure on the contribution that buyers can make to the 17 SDGs ...To
the guide and the brochure (German).

Put yourself forward for the Federal Government’s
CSR Prize — using the Sustainability Code!

The German Federal Government recognises businesses that
incorporate sustainability in their business activities. Companies

CSR_ PRElS which are registered in Germany can put themselves forward for or

DER BUNDESREGIERUNG be nominated for the CSR Prize in one of three size categories.
There are also two special prizes available in the categories
“Responsible supply chain management” and “CSR and
digitalisation”. As a special service for users of the Code, the criteria
within a Code declaration from which information can be copied can
be noted on the CSR Prize application form. Every company that
enters receives an individual evaluation so that they can further
expand their CSR endeavours. The application process remains
open until 15 October ... Further information (German).

The Sustainability Code internationally

Sustainability Code for Czech companies

Starting in autumn 2019, companies in the Czech Republic will be able to report in accordance with the
Sustainability Code too. The Czech Ministry of Industry and Trade is making a translated version of the Code
content available in the form of a download. Companies’ declarations will then be made available to the public
on the ministry’s website. If the anticipated level of interest among Czech companies proves to be correct, a
database comparable with that of the Sustainability Code will be set up. We are delighted that the
contributions to sustainable business practice made by Czech companies will likewise soon be a lot more
visible.

RNE at the Sino-German Sustainability Summit in Beijing

The Sino-German Sustainability Summit, which was held in Beijing at the end of June and was organised by
TUV Rheinland, and a business round table on the following day served as a forum for discussing pressing
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sustainability issues and possible joint contributions to the 2030 Agenda. The German corporate network
econsense and the German Council for Sustainable Development (RNE) were in attendance as the event
partners. A lot of parallels could be drawn between discussions within the German and Chinese economies,
such as the challenges that SMEs face in recording their own contribution to the SDGs. The Chinese showed
a great deal of interest in the Sustainability Code. The dialogue is therefore set to continue, with a similar
format possibly being organised in Germany in 2020 ... Read on.

Events

12 September: RNE sustainable finance round table on digitalisation and
sustainability, Berlin

The RNE invites you to discuss how sustainability can be incorporated into the fast digital finance sector and
banking right now. How does sustainability become a part of passively managed investment funds? What are
the data quality requirements if data is to be used by artificial intelligence? The Roundtable is held in German.
Information and registration here (German).

19 September: ZWH inaugural event on the skilled trades, Berlin

The Central Agency for Advanced Training in the Skilled Trades (ZWH) intends to develop a practicable
sustainability compass for SMEs in cooperation with business owners and other managers. Anyone in
Germany who is interested is invited to participate in this initiative. At its inaugural event, the ZWH plans to
present the experience of pioneering businesses, provide a forum for networking and promote dialogue on
solutions to the most pressing challenges faced by the skilled trades. The event is held in German. Information
and registration here (German).

10 October: 2030 Agenda: Are We Running Out Of Time? DGCN participants’
conference and the Global Goals Forum, Berlin

The clock is ticking — there are only ten years left for the 2030 Agenda and the global Sustainability
Development Goals (SDGs) to be implemented. In view of this, Global Compact Network Germany (DGCN)
and the macondo foundation are inviting people to attend a Global Goals Forum in Berlin, in the course of
which the next participants’ conference will also be held. The conference gives leading figures from politics,
civil society and business a forum in which to discuss key issues such as fair globalisation, climate change
and corporate responsibility ...More information.

16 October: Sustainable Finance Summit, Frankfurt

The Green and Sustainable Finance Cluster Germany invites you to attend its third Sustainable Finance
Summit Germany. Attended by financial market players together with representatives from the fields of politics,
science, industry and civil society, this summit will address the focal content of a German sustainable finance
strategy and its design potential as part of the transformation of Germany into a sustainable and future-proof
business hub ... More information.

29 October: inaugural conference on updating the German Sustainable
Development Strategy, Berlin

Five dialogue conferences will be held as part of the German Sustainable Development Strategy 2020 update.
The inaugural conference will be held in Berlin on 29 October 2019 and will be attended by Chancellor Merkel
and other high-ranking representatives from the fields of politics, science and society. Regional citizens’
conferences are then scheduled to be held in Stuttgart, Norderstedt, Erfurt and Bonn in the four subsequent
months ... More information (German).
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22 November: presentation of the 12th National German Sustainability Award,
Berlin

Since 2008 the most major award of its kind in Europe has established itself as a modern and distinct format
and is presented in collaboration with the Federal Government, the German Council for Sustainable
Development (RNE), local authority associations, trade associations, research institutes and civil
organisations. It focuses on future business models, the best ideas for the cities of the future, outstanding
forward-looking architecture and research in the area of urban mobility ... To the website.

Sustainability Code calendar of events (German)
Seminars, training, etc. on the Code and on the topic of sustainability in general.

RNE calendar of events (German)
Events of the German Council for Sustainable Development (RNE) with a focus of relevance to society.

H4SF calendar of events (German)
All the events on sustainable finance offered by the Hub for Sustainable Finance.

New Code declarations (added since May 2019)

FIRST-TIME SUBMISSIONS OF A CODE DECLARATION

ADDITIONAL REPORTING YEARS WERE PUBLISHED BY:
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Imprint Follow us on Twitter:

Sustainability Code Office

c/o imug Beratungsgesellschaft
Tel.: +49 30 338424-888

Email:

Should you no longer wish to
receive this quarterly newsletter,

please click
Internet:




